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Honorable Mayor Thomas Zepecki 
Common Council Members 
Police and Fire Commissioners 
Citizens of South Milwaukee 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
It is with great pleasure that I present the South Milwaukee Fire Department’s Annual Report for 
the year 2007.  This report reviews emergency responses, staffing levels, training activities, 
equipment purchases, fire inspections, fire prevention and maintenance programs, along with 
other department roles and responsibilities.   
 
In the 114 years of our fire department’s history this past year has been one of our busiest, with 
department members responding to 2,869 requests for service, 148 more requests and an increase 
of 5.4% over 2006.  Of those calls, 2,460 were for emergency medical service and 348 were for 
fire/rescue and service calls.  I am particularly proud of our member’s high level of efficiency 
and outstanding safety record while performing on these calls, all the time serving with a reduced 
staff and reduced minimum staffing levels.  
 
This past year the department made two capital budget purchases of fire apparatus; a 2007 
Pierce, Class “A” Pumper and a 2008 Pierce, Crash/Rescue Mini Pumper.  The department was 
also awarded over $45,000.00 by FEMA, through the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program 
for a Wellness/Fitness Program.       
 
The members of the South Milwaukee Fire Department and I would like to thank Mayor 
Zepecki, members of the Common Council, the Police and Fire Commission and our citizens for 
all their hard work and continued support.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jay B. Behling  
Fire Chief 
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JAY B. BEHLING 
Fire Chief 
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Preventing the devastating and deadly effects of fires is considered the fire service’s most 

important role in the community.  While this effort is carried on throughout the year, a one week 

period of each year is designated as Fire Prevention Week. 

Many people wonder why this certain week is set aside for recognition of this important 

message.  In 1911, the Fire Marshals Association of North America decided the 40th anniversary 

of the Great Chicago Fire should be observed in a manner to inform the public about fire 

prevention and fire safety and Fire Prevention Day was observed on October 11, 1911. In 1920, 

President Woodrow Wilson issued the first National Fire Prevention Day proclamation.  Then, in 

1925, President Calvin Coolidge proclaimed the first Fire Prevention Week as October 4-10. 

 

Although the original anniversary was set to recognize the Great Chicago Fire, which took the 

lives of more than 200 people, destroyed over 2,000 acres of land and nearly 18,000 buildings 

causing approximately $200 million in property damage, little recognition was given to another, 

more deadly and destructive fire, that took place that very day, the Peshtigo (WI) Fire. 

 

The Peshtigo Fire, although mostly forgotten, resulted in over 1,875 square miles or 1.2 million 

acres of forest being consumed, an area approximately twice the size of the state of Rhode 

Island. In addition, twelve towns were destroyed. Although an accurate death toll has never been 

determined since local population records were destroyed in the fire, estimates of between 1,200 

and 2,500 people are thought to have lost their lives. 

 

 

 

Each year, the National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA) chooses a fire safety topic to promote and 

provides informational materials to fire departments 

across the country in a effort to standardize the fire safety 

message.�
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